
Welcome to a hands on/action planning session 

about how to keep your students engaged! 

 

 

Julia Gabor, Principal, A Very Good Consult 
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• Participate: Hands on activity that will help you design your 

own strategy in your classroom, program or community 

 

• Discuss: what you are currently doing and identify where the 

gaps are 

 

• Plan: Design your own action plan to bring back into your 

organization 
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• What was it about them that made an 
impact on you? 
 

• How did they teach? 
 

• What value did they provide? 
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• Describe what you see 
 

• Use ‘Post Its’ to write questions or comments 
 

• Use blank poster paper to share how and where 
you have used these strategies 
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1. Hands On Activities 
2. Relevance  
3. Sharing Personal Stories 
4. Vision and Expectation 
5. Humor 
6. Self-Regulation 
7. Personal Check-In 
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Student Engagement 
 
Student success is best achieved when teachers employ a 
combination of  social and academic teaching strategies.  
 
Caring and successful teachers who combine varied 
instructional techniques with social authority produce students 
who have a stronger desire to learn and will attend class more 
regularly (Dooner, Mandzuk et al, 2010). 
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Teacher Effectiveness 
 

Paladry and Rumberger (2008) concluded that “a 

string of  highly effective teachers will have an 

enormous impact on a child’s learning trajectory 

during the course of  Grades K-12” (p. 127).   
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Relevance 
Connecting students to the curriculum and teaching them 

how it will impact their futures will not only make the 

teaching more effective, but will make learning more 

enjoyable in the classroom.  (Gabor, 2012) 
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Hands On Activities 
Hands-On Learning is an instructional technique where 

students play with and manipulate classroom materials to 

help develop an understanding of  the concepts 

(Gardner, 2006).   
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Sharing Personal Stories 
By creating social equality in the classroom 

students feel less threatened by the lessons and 

more willing to take risks (Le Tellier, 2007).  
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Vision and Expectation 
Teachers who set forth clear expectations for success 

have an implicit belief  in their students and provide 

them with their own vision for a successful future. 

Stronge (2007)  
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Humor 
Often a teacher can use humor as an ice-breaker to help 

establish a relaxed atmosphere or interaction (Popescu, 

2010), thus helping students feel comfortable.  
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Self-Regulation 
 

Self  –regulation is a process where students are actively 

participating in their own learning experiences 

(Zimmerman, 1994).  
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Personal Check-In 

When teachers neglect the personal needs and 

concerns of  their students, they harm the sense 

of  community in the classroom. (High and 

Andrews, 2009, p.62).  
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What's your teaching style?  

 

What does your classroom, gym or program look 

like if  staff  was planning lessons with each 

strategy?  
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What will be the change in your 

program or with staff  if  this is 

actualized and implemented?  
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Something you liked, learned or 

made you laugh 
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Julia Gabor 

Julia@AVeryGoodConsult.com 

@julesneducation 
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